
 

Washing one vehicle may not seem like an issue, but collective residential 
car washing can add up to a big problem for local water bodies. If you 
choose to wash your vehicle at home, wash on an area that absorbs water, 
like gravel or grass. This can filter dirty wash water before it enters 
groundwater, storm drains, or rivers. Be sure to use biodegradable, 
phosphate-free, water-based cleaners and always empty wash buckets into 
sinks or toilets. 
 
Visit RenewOurWaters.org for more tips! 
 


